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thread, and shows reverence to the sun and the moon and the
stars. But listen O' Akbar Padshah, the stains of blood are not
easy to wash. You are a conqueror. You have palaces, vast
hoards of wealth, diamonds, pearls, rubies and countless con-
sorts of dazzling beauty. All these, O' Akbar Padshah, will
count for little on the Day of Judgment. The shrieks of the
Rajkumari will then ring in your ears, and you will rue the day
when you raped Chitor and subjected Ranthambor to heartless
slaughter. I am not an oracle, but a poor peasant who loves his
bills and forests and his hut as dearly as you do your garden,
lakes and palaces. Forgive me if I have spoken bluntly. This is
my profession.
Abul Fazl and Badaouni give a different version of the surrender,.
According to them, Surjan Rai realized the hopelessness of his
position, and decided to throw in the towel. The fate of Chitor
was, to him, a warning that could not be ignored- Incessant
bombardment by Mughal batteries aroused panic among the de-
fenders, and they tended to agree with the leader that resistance
was an act of suicide. Surjan, thereupon, took the initiative of
sending his sons Dada and Bhoj to negotiate peace with the
besiegers. Akbar welcomed their approaches, and held out the
promise of an honourable settlement if the castle was surrendered
to him with all its hoarded riches. Emissaries took note of the
demand, and said they had no authority to accept or reject it
without the Raja's approval. Akbar agreed to their return to the
castle for consultations, and offered to send along with them his
principal adviser, Hussain Quli Khan* for a dialogue with their
father.
According to Abul Fazl, some Rajputs took a strong exception
to the Raja's overtures with Akbar, and threatened a rebellion if
the fort was used as a bargaining counter for peace:
Peace with honour means only that the castle should remain in
our hands. "Fort or war" is our slogan. If the Mughals do not
accept our terms, then let them prepare for a war to the finish.
The Emperor should be told clearly that Ranthambor is impreg-
nable. He will not be able to take it even if the siege lasts for
*Hos$ain ,Quli Kha& was later given the title of Khan-ri-Jahan.